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Details of the syllabus 

Four Year Undergraduate Programme 

Subject: Political Science 

 

Semester: 1st Semester 

Course Name: Introduction to Political Theory 

Course Level: 100 

Theory (End Term Examination): 60 Marks 

Internal/Sessional Examination: 40 Marks 

 

Course Objectives: 

 This course aims to introduce the students to the idea of political theory, its history and 

approaches and an assessment of its critical and contemporary trends. 

 It is also designed to introduce the basic concepts of political theory. 

 The course also attempts to reconcile political theory and practice through reflections on 

the ideas and practices related to democracy. 

 

Course outcomes: 

1. After completing the course students will be better equipped to understand the key concepts 

in political theory and various related conceptual categories. 

2.  They will also be in a better position to engage in application of concepts and understand 

the limitations. 

3.  It will also help in developing critical thinking regarding the functioning of the political 

system in relation to the context the students are situated in. 

4. The foundation for understanding the contemporary political developments would also be 

laid down by the course. 

 

Unit I: Political Science: An Introduction 

 

 Meaning: Political Science, Politics, Political Theory 

 Nature and scope of Political Science 

 Traditional and Modern Approaches to the study of Political Science 

 Relevance of Political Theory 

Unit II: Different Perspectives of Political Theory 

 Liberal 



 Marxist 

 Feminist 

 Post-modern 

Unit III: Key Concepts 

 State: Evolution, Nature and Component, Development 

 Rights 

 Liberty 

 Equality 

 Justice 

Unit IV: Understanding Democracy 

 Concepts of Democracy 

 Types of Democracy 

 Critique of Democracy 

Reading Lists: 

 

Asirvatham, E., & Misra, K. K. (1998). Political Theory. Upper India Publishing. 

Bhargava, R. & A. Acharya (Eds.). (2008), Political Theory: An Introduction. New Delhi: Pearson 

Longman 

Gauba, O. P. (2009). An Introduction to Political Theory. Macmillan Publishers India Ltd. 

Graham, Paul & John Hoffman (2022).Introduction to Political Theory, Routledge, London 

Mukherjee, S., & Ramaswami, S. (1999). A History of Political Thought: Plato to Marx . New 

Delhi: Prentice Hall of India Pvt. Ltd. 

Mukhopadhyay, A. K. (2019). An Introduction to Political Theory. New Delhi: Sage Publications. 

Wolff, Jonathan (2023). An Introduction to Political Philosophy. OUP, UK 

Khosla Madhav and Pratap Bhanu Mehta (2015), Political Theory: Ideas and Institutions, Oxford 

University Press 

Kapoor, A C, (2020). Political Theory: Principles of Political Science, S Chand. 

Agarwal, R.C. (2018). Political Theory, S Chand. 

Parekh, Bhikhu.(2012). Political Theory: Concepts and Debates, Palgrave Macmillan 



Details of the syllabus: 

Four Year Undergraduate Programme 

Subject: Political Science 

Semester: 2nd Semester 

Course Name: Indian Government and Politics 

Course Level: 200 

Theory (End Term Examination): 60 Marks 

Internal/Sessional Examination: 40 Marks 

 

Course Objectives: 

 The paper aims at introducing students to the nature, emergence and functioning of the 

Constitution of India. 

 The paper seeks to impart learning on the significance of the idea of citizenship and rights 

and how has constitution incorporated them and what does it reflect on the nature of Indian 

constitution. 

 The paper intends to make students understand the normative basis of key public institutions 

in India and the nature of their functioning. 

 

Course Outcomes: 

 Develop an understanding of the legacy of national movement and the principles that 

shaped the formation and functioning of the Constituent Assembly of India. 

 Assess the role of ideas and norms in shaping democracy in India. 

 Examine institutional design, challenges and resilience that mark key public institutions 

in India. 

 Analyse the basic idea on the constitutional provisions related to the legislative 

procedures in Indian Parliament. 

 Construct an idea on the importance of states in Indian politics and how the changing 

character of federalism in India makes states the key player. 

 

Unit I: Indian Constitution: Emergence and Distinctiveness 

 Constituent Assembly: Historical Backdrop and Formation 

 Basic Features of Indian Constitution 

 Amendment procedure of the Constitution 

Unit II: Citizenship and Rights 

 Citizenship: Meaning and Provisions in the Constitution 

 Fundamental Rights and Fundamental Duties 

 Directive Principles of State Policies 



Unit III: Institutions: center v/s state 

 The Executive: President, Prime Minister and the Council of Ministers, 

Bureaucracy 

 The Legislature: Composition and legislative Procedure in parliament, 

Question of Decline 

 The Judiciary: The Supreme Court, Appointment of Judges, Judicial 

Review and Judicial Activism 

Unit IV: Federalism: It’s working and Challenges 

 Nature of Federalism in India. 

 Centre- State Relation in India 

 North Eastern Council, DONER 

 

 

Reading Lists: 

 

 

Austin, G. (1999). Working a Democratic Constitution: The Indian Experience. New Delhi: 

Oxford University Press. 

Basu, D. D. (2022). Introduction to the Constitution of India. New Delhi: Lexis Nexis. 

Bhargava, R. (2008). Politics and Ethics of the Indian Constitution. New Delhi: Oxford University 

Press. 

Chaube, S. K. (2000). Constituent Assembly of India: Springboard of Revolution. New Delhi: 

Manohar Publishers & Distributors. 

Choudhry, S., Madhav, K., & Mehta, P. B. (2016). The Oxford Handbook of the Indian 

Constitution. New Delhi: Oxford University Press. 

Pylee, M. V. (1967). Constitutional History of India. Bombay: Asia Publishing House. 

Shankar, B. L., & Rodrigues, V. (2010). The Indian Parliament: A Democracy at Work. Oxford: 

Oxford University Press. 

Singh, M. P., & Saxena, R. (2008). Indian Politics: Contemporary Issues and Concerns. PHI Pvt. 

Ltd, New Delhi. 

Kashayp, Subhash C. (1994). Our Constitution, National Book Trust. 

Kothari Rajni (1970), Politics In India. Orient Blackswan. 

Jayal, Nirja Gopal, (2001). Democracy in India, Oxford University Press. 



Details of the syllabus 

Four Year Undergraduate Programme 

Subject: Political Science 

 

Semester: 3rd  Semester 

Course Name: Perspectives on Public Administration (Major/Minor) 

Course Level: 300 

Theory (End Term Examination): 60 Marks 

Internal/Sessional Examination: 40 Marks 

 

Objective: The course provides an introduction to the discipline of public administration. This 

paper encompasses public administration in its historical context with an emphasis on the 

various classical and contemporary administrative theories. The course also explores some of 

the recent trends, including feminism and ecological conservation and how the call for greater 

democratization is restructuring public administration. The course will also attempt to provide 

the students a comprehensive understanding on contemporary administrative developments. 

Course Outcome: 

 To enable students to learn the basic concepts related to public administration and its 

importance, 

 To make students learn the major theories of public administration, 

 To enable students to have an understanding of public policy and its formulation, 

 To familiarize students with the major approaches and recent debates related to field 

of public administration. 

 

 

 

Unit I: Public Administration as a Discipline 

 Meaning, nature and Significance 

 Evolution 

 Public and Private Administration 

Unit II: Theoretical Perspectives 

 Scientific Management 

 Human Relation Theory 

 Bureaucratic Theory 

 Ecological Theory 

Unit III: Principles of Organization: 



 Hierarchy- Span of Control 

 Centralization-Decentralization 

 Line and Staff 

 Chief Executive: Types and roles 

Unit IV: Major Approaches 

 New Public Service Approach 

 New Public Management 

 Good Governance 

 

 

Reading List: 

 

 

B. Chakrabarty, (2007). Reinventing Public Administration: The India Experience. New 

Delhi: Orient Longman. 

Basu, Rumki, (2014)Public Administration. Concepts and Theories Sterling Publishers, New 

Delhi 

M. Bhattacharya, (2008) New Horizons of Public Administration, 5th Revised Edition. New 

Delhi: Jawahar Publishers, pp. 37-44. 

M. Bhattacharya, (2012).Public Administration: Issues and Perspectives, New Delhi: Jawahar 

Publishers, 

N. Henry. (2013),Public Administration and Public Affairs, 12th edition. New Jersey: Pearson, 

S. Maheshwari, (2009). Administrative Thinkers, New Delhi: Macmillan. 

U. Medury, (2010) Public administration in the Globalisation Era, New Delhi: Orient Black 

Swan. 

Bhagawan Vishnu & Vidya Bhushan (2012). Public Administration, S Chand 

Laxmikanth, M. (2025). Public Administration, Mc Grew Hill Education 

Singh, Hoshiar and Pradeep Sachdeva, (2012). Public Administration: Theory and Practice, 

Pearson. 

Sharma MP and B.L. Sadana (2024). Public Administration: Theory and Practice, Kitab 

Mahal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Details of the syllabus 

Four Year Undergraduate Programme 

Subject: Political Science 

 

Semester: 3rd  Semester 

Course Name: Introduction to International Relations 

Course Level: 300 

Theory (End Term Examination): 60 Marks 

Internal/Sessional Examination: 40 Marks 

 

Course Objective: This paper seeks to equip students with the basic intellectual tools for 

understanding International Relations. It introduces students to some of the most important 

theoretical approaches for studying international relations. The course begins by historically 

contextualizing the evolution of the international state system before discussing the agency 

structure problem through the levels-of-analysis approach. After having set the parameters of 

the debate, students are introduced to different theories in International Relations. It provides a 

fairly comprehensive overview of the major political developments and events starting from 

the twentieth century. Students are expected to learn about the key milestones in world history 

and equip them with the tools to understand and analyze the same from different perspectives. 

A key objective of the course is to make students aware of the implicit Euro - centricism of 

International Relations by highlighting certain specific perspectives from the Global South. 

 

Course outcome: 

 To make students understand the key theoretical approaches in International relations, 

 To familiarize students with the evolution of International state systems and its 

importance. 

 To make students aware of the key theoretical debates in International relations 

 To enable students to have an overall understanding of International relations in 

relation to twentieth century IR history. 

 

Unit I: Introduction to International Relations 

 Meaning, Nature and Scope. 

 Evolution of International Relations as an independent discipline 

 Emergence of the Nation-State System: Westphalia, Post-Westphelia 



Unit II: Theoretical Perspectives: 

 Liberalism/ Neo-Liberalism 

 Realism/Neo-Realism 

 Marxist Approach: dependency theory 

 Feminist Approach 

Unit III: Contemporary History of International Relations 

 Cold War: Meaning, Nature and Different Phases 

 Post-Cold War Era: Breakdown of USSR and Rise of USA 

 Alternative Centres of Power (ASIAN, EU); Rise of Third world Countries 

Unit IV: Globalization: Concepts and Perspectives: 

 Understanding Globalization and it’s Perspectives 

 Debates on Sovereignty and Territoriality 

 Human Security: Concepts and Debates 

 

 

 

Reading list: 

Chatterjee, Aneek (2019). International Relations Today. 2nd ed. New Delhi: Pearson India. 

Ghosh, Peu. (2021) International Relations. New Delhi: PHI Learning 

J. Baylis and S. Smith (eds), (2008) The Globalization of World Politics: An Introduction to 

International Relations, New York: Oxford University Press 

M. Nicholson, (2002) International Relations: A Concise Introduction, New York: Palgrave. 

 

R. Jackson and G. Sorensen, (2007) Introduction to International Relations: Theories and 

Approches, 3rd Edition, Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Rumki Basu, (ed)(2012) International Politics: Concepts, Theories and Issues New Delhi, 

Sage. 

S. Joshua. Goldstein and J. Pevehouse, (2007) International Relations, New York: Pearson 

Longman. 

Kanti Bajpai & Siddharth Mallavarapu, (2005).International Relations in India: Theorising the 

Region and Nation, Orient Longman. 

Urmila Sharma & S. K. Sharma (2000).International Relations: Theory and History (Since 

World War II). Atlantic Publisher. 

Mukhopadhyay, Amartya. (2021). International Relations: Theories and Approaches, Sage. 

Iyer Supriya.(2018). Theory of International Relations. Global Vision Publishing House. 

 

 

 



Details of the syllabus 

Four Year Undergraduate Programme 

Subject: Political Science 

Semester: 4th Semester 

Course Name: Public Policy and Administration in India ( Major/Minor) 

Course Level: 400 

Theory (End Term Examination): 60 Marks 

Internal/Sessional Examination: 40 Marks 

Course Objectives: 

 The course seeks to provide an introduction to the discipline of public policy and its 

significance in contemporary times. 

 The course seeks to explain the various aspects of public financial administration. 

 The course seeks to provide an introduction to the interface between public policy and 
administration in India 

 The course attempts to provide the students a comprehensive understanding on social 

welfare administration. 

 

Course Outcomes: 

 Discuss the basic concept of public policy, policy analysis, public policy process and 

governance. 

 Extend the knowledge of different stages of public policy in terms of theoretical 

formulation. 

 Illustrate the principles of financial management 

 Develop basic idea on the best practices in public administration such as RTI, e-

Governance etc. 

 Analyze various welfare policies and the role of governance in it. 

 

 

Unit I: Introduction to Public Policy 

 Concept, Significance and Approaches 

 Stages and Models of Public Policy 

 Public Policy Process in India 

Unit II: Financial Administration 

 Concept and significance of Budget 

 Various Approaches and Types of Budgeting 

 Budget Cycle in India 

Unit III: Citizen and Administration Interface 

 Public Service Delivery 

 Redressal of Public Grievances: Lok Pal, Lok Ayukta 



 Citizen’s Charter 

Unit IV: Social Welfare Administration 

 Concept and Approaches of Social Welfare 

 Social Welfare Policies: Health and Education 

 Right to Information 

 

 

 

Reading List: 

 

Chakrabarty, B., & Chand, P. (2016). Public Policy: Concepts, Theory and Practice. New 

Delhi: Sage Publications. 

De, P. K. (2012). Public Policy and Systems. Pearson Education. 

Vaidyanatha Ayyar, R. V. (2009). Public Policy Making in India. Pearson. 

Munshi, S., & Abraham, B. P. (Eds.). (2004). Good Governance, Democratic Societies, and 

Globalization. Sage Publishers. 

Dye, T. (2002). Understanding Public Policy. New Delhi: Pearson. 

Henry, N. (1999). Public Administration and Public Affairs. New Jersey: Prentice Hall. 

Deva, V. (2005). E-Governance in India: A Reality. Commonwealth Publishers. 

Basu, R. (2015). Public Administration in India Mandates: Performance and Future 

Perspectives. New Delhi: Sterling Publishers. 

Bhattacharjee, Mohit (2025). New Horizons of Public Administration, Jawahar Publisher. 

Sapru, R.K, (2022). Public Policy, PHI 

Ramachandran, Padma (2019). Public Administration in India, National Book Trust. 

Maheswari, SR (2019), Indian Administration, Orient Blackswan. 

Laxmikanth, M. (2024), Governance in India, Macgrow Hill Education 

Chaturvedi, B.K. (2013). Governance, Development and Public Policy, Sage 

Kapur, Davesh and Pratap Bhanu Mehta, (2005). Public Institutions in India: Performance 

and Design, Oxford University Press. 



Details of the syllabus 

Four Year Undergraduate Programme 

Subject: Political Science 

Semester: 4th Semester 

Course Name: Global Politics: Issues and Practices 

Course Level: 400 

Course objective: 

 To introduce the key debates on the meaning and nature of global politics in twentieth 

century. 

 In keeping with the most important debates within the globalization discourse, it 

imparts an understanding of the working of the world economy, its anchors and 

resistances offered by global social movements while analyzing the changing nature of 

relationship between the state and trans-national actors and networks. 

 The course also offers insights into key contemporary global issues such as the 

proliferation of nuclear weapons, ecological issues, international terrorism, and human 

security before concluding with a debate on the phenomenon of global governance. 

Course Outcomes: 

 

 to enable students to understand how to approach a wide range of important global 

political and economic policy problems and participate in public policy debates on the 

crucial issues facing the world today. 

 to demonstrate elementary knowledge of major issues and subject-matters surrounding 

globalisation that decides the international relations- political, economic and security 

relations- among the nations. 

 

Unit I: Twentieth Century Global Politics 

 United Nations Organization and its role 

 Global political Economy: Concepts and Significance 

 Actors of Global Political Economy 

 IMF 

 World Bank 

 WTO 

 NIEO 

 TNC 

 Regional Groupings: EU, AU, G-20, BRICKS 

Unit II: Ecological Issues of Global Politics 

 Ecological Issues: An overview 

 Climate change 

 North South Debate 



 Global Commons Debate 

Unit III: Global Security Frameworks 

 Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 

 Weapons of Mass Destruction and Biological Weapons 

 Disarmament treaties 

Unit IV: Issues of Human Security 

 Global Terrorism 

 Migration, Refugee, Internally Displaced Persons, Global Poverty 

 Issue of Gender 

 

 

Reading lists: 

 

 

Vanaik, A. (ed.), (2004) Globalization and South Asia: Multidimensional Perspectives, New 

Delhi: Manohar Publications, pp. 171-191, 192-213, 301-317, 335-357. 

Heywood, A (2011) Global Politics, New York: Palgrave-McMillan, 

Baylis. John, Steve Smith. Patricia Owens. The Globalization of World Politics, OUP, 2016 

J. Beynon and D. Dunkerley, (eds.), (2012) Globalisation: The Reader, New Delhi: Rawat 

Publications, pp. 1-19. 

N. Carter, (2007) The Politics of Environment: Ideas, Activism, Policy, Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, pp. 13-81. 

P. Hirst, G. Thompson and S. Bromley, (2009) Globalization in Question, Cambridge: Polity 

Press, pp. 68-100 (MNC). 

Hough, Peter (2023), Understanding Global Security, Routledge 

Shirisha, V and Sumana Das, (2024). Human Security: Concept and Debates, IIHSG 

Steven, L.Lamy et all. (2023), Introduction to Global Politics, Oxford University Press. 

Chasek Pamela S. and David L. Dounie. (2023). Global Environmental Politics, Routledge. 

Totten, Samuel. (2017), An Introduction to the United Nations. United Nations Publications. 

Browne, Jude. (2007), The Future of Gender. Cambridge University Press. 

Jackson, Robert J. (2021). Global Politics: Origin, Currents and Directions, Oxford University 

Press. 

Goldstein Joshua S. and Jon C. Pevehouse (2023). International Relations. Pearson. 



Details of the syllabus 

Four Year Undergraduate Programme 

Subject: Political Science 

Semester: 4th Semester 

Course Name: Introduction to Comparative Politics 

Theory (End Term Examination): 60 Marks 

Internal/Sessional Examination: 40 Marks 

Course Objectives: 

 

 To understand the core concepts, theories, and methods of comparative political analysis.

 To analyze and compare different political systems, institutions, and processes across 

countries.

 To evaluate the causes and consequences of various forms of political change, such as 

democratization or authoritarian resilience.

 To develop critical thinking and analytical skills to construct rigorous arguments.

 

Course Outcomes: 

 

 The students will get the knowledge on the basic concepts and approaches to the study of 

comparative politics.

 More specifically the course focus on examining politics in a historical framework while 

engaging with various themes of comparative analysis in developed and developing 

countries.

 

Unit I: Comparative Politics: An Introduction 

 Meaning, nature, and scope of Comparative Politics.

 Evolution of Comparative Politics

 Eurocentrism

 

Unit 2: Approaches to the study of Comparative Politics 

 Political Culture 

 New Institutionalism 

Unit 3: Themes of Comparative Analysis 

. Comparing Regimes: Authoritarian and Democratic 

 Political Systems: Parliamentary and Presidential, Unitary and Federal

 Comparative Political Economy



Unit 4: Context of Modern Government 

 Capitalism: Meaning and development: Globalisation

 Socialism: Meaning, growth and development

 Colonialism and the process of Decolonization

 

 

 

 

Reading list: 

 

Agarwal, R.C., (2022). Comparative Politics and Government, S.Chand. 

Beteille, Andre. (2017), Democracy and its Institutions, Oxford University Press 

Bhagwan Vishnoo, Vidya Bhushan. (2021), Comparative Politics. S.Chand 

Blondel, Jean. (1995), An Introduction to Comparative Government, Harvester Wheatshef. 

Caramani, Daniele (2020). Comparative Political Institutions, Oxford University Press 

Gandhi, Jenniffer, (2008), Political Institutions under Dictatorship, Cambridge University Press 

Held, David (2006), Models of Democracy. Polity Press. 

Jain, M.P. (2019), Comparative Political Institutions, S. Chand. 

Johari, JC. (2016). Comparative Politics, Sterling Publication 

Mukherjee, Subrata, Sushila Ramaswamy, (2017). Theoretical Foundations of Comparative 

Politics, Orient Blackswan. 

Palekar, S.A. (2009). Comparative Government and Politics, PHI. 

Piketty, Thomas.(2014). Capitalism in the Twenty First Century, Harvard University Press 

Rawls, John. (1993). Political Liberalism, Columbia University Press. 

Sharma Chetna & Pushpa Singh.(2024). Comparative Political Analysis, Pearson. 

Singh M.P & Himanshu Roy. (2020), Comparative Politics: Principles and Trends, Pearson. 



Details of the syllabus 

Four Year Undergraduate Programme 

Subject: Political Science 

Semester: 5th Semester 

Course Name: Select Constitution 

Course Level: 500 
Theory (End Term Examination): 60 Marks 

Internal/Sessional Examination: 40 Marks 

 

Course Objectives: 
 To introduce the concept of constitution and constitutionalism

 To develop a comparative perspective on constitutions and institutions.

 To understand the history, institutions and points of divergence of different constitutions.

 

Course Outcomes: 

 

 To make the students understand the importance of constitutions.

 To enable the students to differentiate the governments from various parts of the world.

 To build a stronger perspective on approaches to study different political system.

 

Unit 1 : Constitution and Constitutionalism 

 Constitution: meaning and importance

 Constitution and Constitutionalism

 Classifications of Constitutions

Unit 2: United Kingdom 

 The British Political Traditions

 Parliamentary Government: Monarchy, cabinet and parliament.

 Judicial System

 Party System in UK

Unit 3: United States of America 

 The federal System

 National Government: President, Congress

 Judicial System

 Party System in USA

Unit 4: Comparative study: 

 UK Prime Minister vs USA President.



 House of Lords vs Senate.

 Party system of UK and USA

 

 

 

Reading List : 

Bagehot, W.(1963).The English constitution. Fontana 

Barnett,Hilaire (2022). Constitutional and Administrative Law. Routledge 

Dahl, Robert, (1978). Theory and Practice of Modern Government, Prentice Hall. 

Dicey, A. V. (1982). Introduction to the study of the law of the Constitution. Liberty Fund. 

(Original work published 1885) 

Johari, J. C. (2012). Select world constitutions. Lotus Press. 

Kapur, A. C., & Misra, K. K. (2022). Select constitutions. S. Chand & Company. 

Mahajan, V. D. (1984). Select modern constitutions. S. Chand and Company. 

Pylee, M.V.(2017). Select Constitutions, S.Chand. 

Rai, B. C. (1979). The world constitutions. Prakashan Kendra. 

Strong, C. F. (1973). Modern political constitutions: An introduction to the comparative study of 

their history and existing form. Sidgwick & Jackson Ltd. 

Vishnoo Bhagwan and Vidya Bhushan (2010), World Constitution: A Comparative Study, Sterling 

Publication. 

Willock, B.&Westel Woobdury, (2009). American Constitutional System: An Introduction to the 

Study of the American State, General Book ILC. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=The+English+constitution&kgmid=/m/08cdc6&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjz95rN5rmRAxVO1zgGHX5cAucQ3egRegYIAQgDEAM
https://www.google.com/search?q=Introduction+to+the+study+of+the+law+of+the+constitution&kgmid=/g/124j37r6p&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjz95rN5rmRAxVO1zgGHX5cAucQ3egRegYIAQgFEAI
https://www.google.com/search?q=Select+constitutions&kgmid=/g/11t9qz839g&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjz95rN5rmRAxVO1zgGHX5cAucQ3egRegYIAQgHEAI


 

Details of the syllabus 

Four Year Undergraduate Programme 

Subject: Political Science 

Four Year Undergraduate Programme 

Semester: 5th Semester 

Course Name: Classical Political Thought: Western and Indian 

Course Level: 500 

Theory (End Term Examination): 60 Marks 

Internal/Sessional Examination: 40 Marks 

 

Course Objectives: 

 

 To introduce major thinkers of Classical Western and Indian Political Thought. 

 To understand key political concepts such as justice, state, citizenship, social contract, 

and governance. 

 To examine social contract theories and their political implications. 

 To familiarize students with Ancient Indian political traditions, including Manu and 

Kautilya. 

 To develop an analytical and comparative understanding of classical political ideas. 

 

Course Outcomes: 

 Students will be able to understand the basic ideas of prominent classical philosophers of 

western and Indian repute.

 It will help the students in understanding the interconnections between philosophy and 

politics.

 It will help to analyse debates and arguments of leading political philosophers belonging 

to different traditions.

 Students will be able to appraise the relevant of political philosophy in understanding 

contemporary politics.

 

Unit 1: Political Thought and Greek Antiquity 

 

 Importance of studying Classical Political Thought



 Plato – Justice, Education, Philosopher King, Theory of State, Communism, Classification 

of Government

 Aristotle- Theory of State, Slavery, Citizenship, Distributive Justice, Classification of 

Constitution, Revolution.

Unit 2: The Social Contract Tradition 

 Hobbes- State of nature, Human Nature and Social Contract

 Locke- State of nature, Human Nature, Social Contract and limited government.

 Rousseau- General Will and Social Contract.

Unit 3: Traditions of Indian Classical Political Thought 

 

 Salient features of the Classical Indian Political thought.

 Brahmanic and Shramantic

 Islamic and Syncretic.

Unit 4: Ancient Indian Political Philosophers 

 Manu

 Kautilya

 Kabir

 

Reading list: 

 

Arora, Prem & Brij Grover (2014). Selected Western and Indian Thinkers, Cosmos Bookhive 

Publications 

Boucher, David, and Paul Kelly (eds.),(2017). Political Thinkers: From Socrates to the Present 

. Oxford University Press. 

 

Gauba, O.P., (2017). Western Political Thought. Mayur Paperbacks. 

 

Ghoshal, U.N (1959). History of the Indian Political Ideas. Oxford University Press 

 

Hamilton, Sue.(2001). Indian Philosophy: A Very Short Introduction, Oxford University 

Press. 

 

Heywood, Andrew (2015). Political Theory: An Introduction. Palgrave Macmillan, 

 

Jha, Shefali. (2009). Western Political Thought: From Plato to Marx. Pearson Education India. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Political+Thinkers%3A+From+Socrates+to+the+Present&kgmid=/g/12bmc2h6d&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwifos3srbeRAxXK7DgGHfWLMEIQ3egRegYIAQgHEAI
https://www.google.com/search?q=Western+Political+Thought&kgmid=/g/11f9x9f6zz&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwifos3srbeRAxXK7DgGHfWLMEIQ3egRegYIAQgHEAU
https://www.google.com/search?q=Political+Theory%3A+An+Introduction&kgmid=/m/0c1xxhs&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwifos3srbeRAxXK7DgGHfWLMEIQ3egRegYIAQgHEAg
https://www.google.com/search?q=Western+Political+Thought%3A+From+Plato+to+Marx&kgmid=/g/1157cnfny&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwifos3srbeRAxXK7DgGHfWLMEIQ3egRegYIAQgHEAs


Mehta, V.R. (2022), Foundations of Indian Political Thought: An Interpretation: From Manu 

to the Present Day. Manohar Publishers and Distributors, 
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Details of the syllabus 

Four Year Undergraduate Programme 

Subject: Political Science 

Semester: 6th  Semester 

Course Name: Select Constitution II 

Course Level: 600 

Theory (End Term Examination): 60 Marks 

Internal/Sessional Examination: 40 Marks 

 

Course Objectives: 

 To study the constitutional framework of Switzerland and China.

 To understand federalism, direct democracy, and party systems

 To examine the structure and functioning of government institutions.

 To develop a comparative understanding of political systems.

Course Outcomes: 

 Students will be able to understand the working of Swiss federalism and direct 

democracy.

 Students will be introduced the political system of China.

 Students will develop basic comparative ideas in constitutional studies.

 

 

Unit 1: Switzerland-I 

 Swiss Federalism

 Federal Government- legislature, Executive

 Judicial System of Switzerland.

Unit 2: Switzerland-II 

 Direct Democracy

 Political Parties and Interest Groups

Unit 3: China-I 

 Chinese Government- National People’s Congress

 The President and State Council

 Judicial system of China



Unit 4: China-II 

 Party system –Role of Communist Party

 Rights and duties of citizens.

 

Reading List: 

Johari, J. C. (2012). Select world constitutions. Lotus Press. 

Kapur, A. C., & Misra, K. K. (2022). Select constitutions. S. Chand & Company. 

Lieberthal, K. (2004). Governing China: From revolution through reform (2nd ed.). W. W. 

Norton & Company. 

Linder, W., & Steffen, A. (2014). How the Swiss govern themselves (4th ed.). Peter Lang AG, 

International Academic Publishers. 

Mahajan, V. D. (1984). Select modern constitutions. S. Chand and Company. 

Pfund, F., & Moser, P. (2008). The Swiss Federal Constitution: Private international law statute, 

and the convention on jurisdiction and enforcement. Kluwer Law International. 

Pylee, M.V.(2017). Select Constitutions, S.Chand. 

Rai, B. C. (1979). The world constitutions. Prakashan Kendra. 

Rai, B. C. (1979). World constitutions. Prakashan Kendra. 

Saich, T. (2011). China's political system (3rd ed.). Cambridge University Press. 
Sreeramulu, E. (2010). Government and politics of China. Northern Book Centre. 

Strong, C. F. (1973). Modern political constitutions: An introduction to the comparative study of 

their history and existing form. Sidgwick & Jackson Ltd. 

Bhagwan, Vishnoo and Vidya Bhushan (2010), World Constitution: A Comparative Study, 

Sterling Publication. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Select+constitutions&kgmid=/g/11t9qz839g&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjz95rN5rmRAxVO1zgGHX5cAucQ3egRegYIAQgHEAI


 

 

Details of the syllabus 

Four Year Undergraduate Programme 

Subject: Political Science 

Semester: 6th  Semester 

Course Name: Modern Political Thought 

Course Level: 600 

Theory (End Term Examination): 60 Marks 

Internal/Sessional Examination: 40 Marks 

 

Course Objectives: 

 To introduce students to the concept and discourses of modernity.

 To study major Western and Indian modern political thinkers.

 To develop critical understanding of modern political ideologies.

 To understand key ideas such as liberty, class struggle, rights, nationalism, socialism, and 

social justice.

 

Course Outcomes: 

 

 Students will understand the concept of modernity and its political implications.

 Students will explain key ideas of Mill, Marx, and modern Indian thinkers.

 Students will analyze political concepts like liberty, rights, Swaraj, socialism, and social 

justice.

 Students will develop basic analytical and interpretative skills in political thought

 

 

Unit I: Modernity and its Discourses 

 Modernity

 Discourses of Modernity

Unit 2: Socialists: Liberal and radical 

 John Stuart Mill

 Karl Marx

 Alexander Kollontai

Unit 3: Modern philosophers from India 

 Ram Mohan Roy



 Vivekananda

 Savarkar

Unit 4: Nationalist Traditions from India 

 Gandhi

 Nehru

 Ambedkar

Reading List: 

Advaita Ashrama.Wallerstein, I. (1974). The modern world-system (Vol. 1): Capitalist agriculture 

and the origins of the European world-economy in the sixteenth century. Academic Press. 

Ambedkar, B. R. (2014). Annihilation of Caste. Navayana. 

Appadurai, A. (1996). Modernity at Large: Cultural Dimensions of Globalization. University of 
Minnesota Press. 

Bhagwan, Vishnoo, (2021). Indian Political Thinkers, Atma Ram and Sons 

Charkraborty Bidyut & Rajendra K Pandey,(2024). Modern Indian Political, Taylor and Francis. 

Gandhi, M. K. (1997). Hind swaraj and other writings. Cambridge University Press. 

Gauba, OP. (2017), Western Political Thought. Mayur. 
 .(2021). Indian Political Thought, National Paperbacks. 

Giddens, A. (1990). The consequences of modernity. Polity Press. 

Marx, K., & Engels, F. (2012). The communist manifesto. Penguin Classics. (Original work 

published 1848). 

Mehta, V. R., & Pantham, T. (Eds.). (Year of Publication - varies by edition). Indian political 
thought: Themes and thinkers. Sage Publications. 

Mill, J. S. (1989). On liberty. Hackett Publishing Company. (Original work published 1859). 

Misra, D.D., (2016).Western Political Thought, JBC Press. 

Mukhopadhyay, S. K. (Year of Publication). A history of political thought: Plato to Marx. K P 

Bagchi & Company. 

Nehru, J. (2004). The discovery of India. Penguin Random House India. 

Pantham, T., & Deutsch, K. L. (Eds.). (Year of Publication - varies by edition). The Oxford India 

reader in Indian political thought. Oxford University Press. 

Roy, R. M. (1906). The English works of Raja Rammohun Roy. Oriental Press. 
Savarkar, V. D. (2019). Hindutva: Who is a Hindu?. Prabhat Prakashan. (Original work published 

1923). 

Ten, C. L. (1980). Mill on liberty: A defence. Clarendon Press. 



Details of the syllabus 

Four Year Undergraduate Programme 

Subject: Political Science 

Semester: 6th  Semester 

Course Name: Human Rights: An Introduction 

Course Level: 600 

Theory (End Term Examination): 60 Marks 

Internal/Sessional Examination: 40 Marks 

 

Course Objectives: 

 To impart knowledge about the nature and significance of Human Rights.

 To make students understand about the universal as well as culture specific dimensions of 

Human Rights.

 To make students aware about international initiatives on Human Rights. 

Course Outcomes:

• To describe the basic concepts of human rights 

• To comprehend different approaches regarding human rights 

• To familiarise the role of UNO in the growth and development of human rights 

• To describe different measures taken for the protection of human rights 

 

Unit I: Introduction to Human Rights 

Concept of Human Rights – meaning, nature, importance 

Growth and evolution of Human Rights 

Classification- three generation of Human Rights 

 

Unit II: Approaches and perspectives 

Universal Approach 

Cultural Relativist Approach 

Marxian Perspective 

Feminist Perspectives 

 

Unit III : Human Rights and UNO 

International Bill of Rights – UDHR, ICCPR, ICESCR, Optional Protocols 

Conventions – Convention on Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against 

Women, Convention on Rights of the Child 

Human Rights Council 



Unit IV: Third World and Human rights 

The idea of Third World 

Human Rights Violation in Third World Countries 

Role of NGOs in protecting human rights in Third World countries 

 

 

Reading list: 

Ahuja, V.K (ed) (2019). Human Rights: Contemporary Issues, Om Publication. 

Bagchi, Subrata Sankar &Arnab Das (2015), Human Rights and the Third World: Issues and 

Discourses, Lexington Book. 

Baxi, Upendra. (2002). Human Rights, Oxford University Press. 

Beitz, Charles R. (2009). The Idea of Human Rights, Oxford University Press. 

Buzarbaruah, Bhupesh Malla and Ripima Buzarbaruah, (2006), Manav Adhikar, Bani Prakash, 

Chandra, Satish. (2004), Human Rights in India, Commonwealth Publisher. 

Clapham, Andrew (2015), Human Rights: A very Short Introduction, Oxford University 

Press. House, New Delhi, 

Ishay, Micheline R. (2007), Human Rights: Theory and Practice, Princeton University Press. 

Medhi, Kunja (ed) (1999), Status of Women & Social Change, WSRC, Gauhati Univ. 

Saksena, K. P. (1999), Human Rights, Lancers Books. 

Saksena, K.P., (ed) (1999).Human Rights: Fifty Years of India’s Independence, Gyan 

Publishing Sehgal, B.P.Singh,(ed) (1999). Human Rights in India, Deep & Deep 

Publications, New Delhi, Symondies, Janusz(ed) (2000), Human Rights: Concepts and 

Standards, UNESCO Publishing, Thamilmaran, V.T. (1992). Human Rights in the Third 

World Perspective, University of Columbo 

Yasin, Adil-ul & Archana Upaddhyay (2004). Human Rights, Akansha Publishing House 
 


